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Strategic Transport 
 
Port Access 
 

 The programme of multi-modal interventions is continuing including rail 
infrastructure requirements, promotion of coastal and inland shipping, short 
term highway improvement measures and options for long term major 
highway schemes. Amendments to the internal rail layout within the Port of 
Liverpool have delayed work on the doubling of the rail line into the Port and 
Network Rail has not yet confirmed a new delivery timetable. Subsequent 
improvements to signals at Earlestown West have also been delayed but are 
scheduled for later in 2019. 

 

 The Council’s Judicial Review challenge to Highways England was heard in 
Manchester on 23rd October and was dismissed by the judge in a ruling given 
on 16th November. The Council decided not to appeal the ruling. 
 

 Highways England has been continuing with the scheme development and 
assessment work and is planning for the statutory consultation process, which 
is now expected to take place early in 2019. Highways England hopes to be 
able to submit their application to the Planning Inspectorate later in 2019. 
 

LTP and Growth Plan 
 

 Sefton is continuing to work with the LCR Combined Authority, Merseytravel 
and the other local authorities on the delivery of the transport capital 
programme. 
 

 The development of the M58 Junction 1 scheme continues although the start 
of construction has been delayed because the Council does not yet have 
access to the land. The Compulsory Purchase Order was signed by the 
Secretary of State in summer 2018, but Highways England did not approve 
the notices until the end of December. These now need to be signed by 
Highways England before they can be served. 
 

 Negotiations for land acquisition have been continuing throughout 2018. 
Heads of Terms have been agreed with one owner, and are close to being 
agreed with another. Early access licence agreements are being entered into 
with both owners to allow works to start prior to the land being acquired. 
Highways England has approved all the necessary departures and the Safety 
Audit Work has been undertaken. All the Planning Approval conditions, which 
were required to be discharged before works commenced on site have now 



been formally signed off. These include the preparation of a Construction 
Traffic Management Plan. 

 

 Works are progressing on the A565 North Liverpool Key Corridor scheme.  
Stats diversions within the Sefton section of Derby Road have been mostly 
completed. The works along Regent Road are continuing and works to the 
Millers Bridge/Derby Road junction are programmed to start in January. The 
Sefton elements of the scheme are programmed for completion in 2019. 

 

 Work continues on the sustainable transport intervention proposals for Years 
3-6 as part of the City Region programme. Sefton has three schemes 
approved as part of the programme, amounting to almost £3m of allocated 
funding. This consists of three phases of improvements on the A565, in 
Seaforth, Waterloo and Thornton, as well as a cycle route between Maghull 
and Kirkby and East-West cycle improvements in Southport. Schemes for the 
A565 in Thornton and on Buckley Hill Lane (to relieve Edge Lane) and 
improvements to Southport East West cycle links are planned for delivery this 
financial year.  
 

 The traffic modelling and options testing for the Southport Eastern Access and 
the Maritime Corridor projects has been completed. The final report for the 
Southport scheme has been received and is being reviewed and the Maritime 
Corridor report is expected in January. The forecasting work for the Southport 
Eastern Access scheme indicates that there should be a viable business 
case. City Region funding is being used for both projects and strategic outline 
cases for both projects are expected to be completed early in 2019. 
 

 The programme of Local Growth Fund schemes on the Key Route Network 
includes proposals for a major junction improvement at the Dover Road 
junction on the A59 Northway. An outline design has been prepared, some 
site investigation has been completed and discussions with the main 
landowner are ongoing. 

 
Local Transport Schemes 
 

 Delivery of the Transportation Capital Programme for 2018/19 is continuing 
following approval of the programme by Cabinet Member in June 2018. 

Sustainable Transport 
 

 The bid for the European Sustainable Urban Development (SUD) fund 
submitted to the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) 
in February 2018 has now been approved.  The decision was provided in 
December 2018. 

 Work on a new, inland pedestrian and cycle route at Crosby Coastal Park, 
which will avoid the issue of wind-blown sand on the promenade and a major 
upgrade of the Coastal Road cycle route can start in 2019. 

 
Permit Scheme 
 

 The Cabinet report on 1st November was approved and gave permission to 
increase the permit fees in line with the recommendations. The new fees 
became effective on 3rd December 2018.  

  



 

Winter Service 
 

 There have been no significant issues with the winter service this season. As 
of 7th January, we have gritted the carriageways on 16 occasions and the 
footways on 4 occasions. Regular financial updates are now being produced 
to closely monitor expenditure for the rest of the year. 

 
Street Lighting 
 

 The Council’s new Street Lighting contractor is continuing to deliver services 
to a good standard. It is almost a year since the Contract commenced so early 
in the New Year an annual review will be undertaken with the Contractor to 
look back on any lessons learnt and how the service can be potentially 
improved further in the future. 

 New faults are still being received daily from the public which continue to be 
recorded and processed accordingly. 

 Further consideration is being given to how the online reporting function can 
be improved for the Customer when reporting defective street lights. 

 
 
Traffic Signals 
 

 The LCR joint Traffic Signal Maintenance Contract continues to function well 
across the city region. Liverpool have now formally joined the Contract 
following delays caused by TUPE related issues. 

 The LCRCA UTC Communications upgrade project is ongoing in its early 
stages but is not due for completion until late 2019. 

 The LCRCA are currently funding a UTC systems survey of all six Authorities 
so a further review can be undertaken on how to get all Authorities on to the 
same and latest versions of software and systems.  This will aid any further 
integration of the control rooms. 

 
Highway Maintenance 
 

 The delivery of the Highway Maintenance programme remains ongoing with 
carriageway resurfacing projects continuing over the next three months. 

 In the last month, additional funding has been received from the LCRCA to 
fund additional surfacing works on the Key Route Network (KRN).  A scheme 
prioritisation list has been issued which needs to be followed.  Those 
schemes are now being developed with a view to delivery before the end of 
the financial year. 

 In addition to the above, further additional funding in excess of £1.2m has 
been secured from the DfT to spend on Highway Maintenance activities.  The 
timeframe for spend and delivery will be very tight as the target is also by the 
end of March 2019, hence options and scheme development has now 
commenced.  Currently consideration is being given to allocating the funding 
to further resurfacing, street lighting upgrades and crash barrier surveys / 
upgrades. 

  
 
Highway Development and Design 

Planning Applications 



•          Between the beginning of October 2018 and the end of December 2018 the 
team has processed 202 planning applications. This includes applications for 
sites identified in the Council’s adopted Local Plan. This has involved liaising 
closely with case officers from the planning department. The team are 
currently assessing a number of applications including some of the local plan 
sites such as land east of Maghull, Brackenway, Lydiate Lane, and others.  

Section 38 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements 

•         There has been a considerable increase in submissions and the subsequent 
processing of these at times, lengthy and complex applications, particularly 
following the approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites. 

The report is as follows: -  

•         Number of live s38 and current developments subject to a s38 application - 29  

•       Number of stalled or no activity (on the part of a developer) - 10 but we 
pressing  developers on these matters 

•         Number of development sites adopted within the last 3 months - 1 

•         Number of submissions awaiting technical approval - 8 

•         Number of new and recent submissions awaiting administrative set up - 1  

Section 278 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements 

•         There is an on-going increase in the numbers of these type of applications 
generally due to the approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites. 
Whilst a number of these schemes have been completed in the last period, a 
number of new applications have also been received. 

•         The team are currently managing 51 live s278 HA 1980 highway works 
schemes in various stages of development on behalf of the Council and with 
values exceeding £1.5m.  The successful delivery of these schemes is 
dependent on close liaison with the Legal, Finance and Planning 
Departments. 

Public Rights Of Way (PROW) 

•          English Coastal Path - On site route feasibility reviews commenced with 
Natural England and this continues into the new year. 

 Green Sefton are now closely involved in this project with available time 
charging to cover staffing resources and overheads.  
 

•         Advising on the preparation of two Schedule 14 Applications for up to nine 
additional PROW’s. 

 St Lukes Church Road claim is ongoing with contract negotiations with 
landowners. 
 

  Strategic Highways Development and Future Planning   

•         The team is continuing to take a lead in managing the transportation issues 
involved with the Land East of Maghull and this is ongoing with a submitted 
masterplan document now under consideration to the Cabinet Member for 
Planning. 



•         The team is continuing to work closely with the Planning Department on new 
initiatives to ensure a ‘One Council’ strategic approach to development to 
ensure that the necessary new transport infrastructure is in place to support 
new developments coming forward in future years. 

 The team is seeing more developments affecting the daily operation of the 
highway and as such, at the request of the Planning Committee, we are 
asking to see more construction traffic management plans so that we can 
manage the highway network efficiently and effectively with minimum 
disruption to users of the highway and with the important benefit of highway 
safety. 

 

Design  

 This part of the team is also supporting the delivery of the Step programme 
 
Current schemes include: 

 Feasibility study for Southport Eastern Accesses – to improve the connectivity 
to Southport Town Centre and the seafront 

 A59 Port Capacity – a scheme to improve capacity along the A59 through 
Maghull, on its approach to Switch Island (Dover Road) 

 Various cycle improvement schemes to link the eastern side (Kew area) to the 
centre of Southport and a scheme to link the borough boundary at Kirkby to 
Maghull. 

 Design of the A565 Buckley Hill junction improvements are ongoing and out to 
tender at the moment with an anticipated start date of the 11th March 2019 

 
Cleansing Services 
 

 Green garden waste collections have now stopped for the 3 month winter 
period. The Council’s recycling rate is currently at 39% down 1% on the 2017 
figure, due primarily to an increase in residual waste arisings and slower 
green waste (composting) tonnages.  However, this decrease is mirrored 
across Merseyside, with Sefton’s decrease being less than other local 
authorities.   

 

 The cleansing workforce ‘stickered’ grey bins with revised dates of collection 
over the Christmas and New Year period. There was changes to the refuse, 
recycling and food waste collections over the Christmas period, especially as 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day were all mid-week days this 
year.  It is anticipated that the collection arrangements will be ‘back on 
schedule’ by January 7th 2019.   

 

 The Street Cleansing operation was ‘scaled back’ for the closedown period, 
effectively 21st December to January 2nd 2019.  Minimum standards for litter 
bin collections and street cleansing were in force over the above period, and 
all of the ‘commercial’ areas in the townships were presented very well 
throughout the period. 

 

 The Refuse & Recycling operation was awarded a “highly commended” 
performance in the recent Council ‘STAR’ (special thanks and recognition) for 
the work undertaken by refuse & recycling collectors in June & July during the 
8-week heatwave this year. The staff concerned are most proud of the 
achievement and that their endeavours in such difficult conditions were and 
have been recognised by the Council.  



 

 Leaf fall period has now expired and whilst the final figure of leaves collected 
and recycled is still as yet unknown, it is expected that it will easily exceed the 
2017 figure of 500 tonnes.   
 
The collection process was extremely effective this year via the utilisation of 
‘tonne bags’ on pavements and skip vehicles dropping and picking up skips 
across the Borough every day to enable to the sweeping machines to spend 
more time clearing the leaves and less time having to attend the tips. 

 

 Remembrance Sunday (the 100th year since the end of World War 1) was a 
day to congratulate the sterling services of the Cleansing operation who 
visited every memorial in the Borough and ensured that those who fought for 
the freedoms we currently enjoy were not forgotten. The operation was highly 
praised by all those attending each event. 
 


